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JOSHUA Ch. 24th, V. 24th. 


AND THE PEOPLE SAID UNTO JOSHUA, THE LORD OUR 
GOD WILL WE SERVE, AND HIS VOICE WIEL WE OBEY. 


HE words of the text contain the pions and manly 
determination of the elders of Iſrael, with regard to 
their future religious conduct: who being deeply affected 
by the dying and ſolemn addreſs of Joſhua, reſolve, for 
the time to come, to adhere to the worſhip of the only 
true God — to learn his ways —to walk in his paths and 

to keep his commandments to do them. | 
A For 
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For while all people, and in all ages of the world, J 
however miſtaken in the objects of their adoration, have, 43 
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| nevertheleſs, thought it neceſſary to enforce the ſolemn 
| and regular worſhip of their reſpective Deities—ſo God 
' forbid, ſay they, that we ſhould forſake the Lord our God, to 4 
| ſerve other Gods. 4 


From this remarkable paſſage of Scripture, may be 
collected the opinion which mankind in general have of 
the neceſſity of an eſtabliſhed form of religious worſhip— 
for all people will walk every one in the name of his God: 
And likewiſe the duty incumbent upon every one of us to | 
adhere to that eſtabliſhed form, which we are perſuaded ; 
is moſt agreeable to the word of God: not to be led away ] 


by the variety of novel opinions, which are every day 
ſtarted by weak or deſigning men ; but to adhere ſtedfaſtly 
to the worſhip of him, whom we acknowledge to be the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. 


A behaviour of this ſort, is the indiſpenſible duty of 
1 the worſhippers of the true God, at all times, and under 


every poſlible change of outward circumſtances, 


| | 
| | | | The 


1 


The hiſtory of the children of Iſrael, affords us a 
moſt convincing proof, as well by the happineſs they 
enjoyed during thoſe periods, in which they adhered to 
the worſhip of the true God, as by the miſeries they 
ſuſtained during their apoſtacy from it; That the ſecurity 
of a nation is beſt eſtabliſhed in the religious principles 
of the individuals who compoſe it. 


The Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, in like manner 
evinced the conſtancy of their faith, by patiently ſuffering 
perſecutions—and even death itſelf —for the ſake of their 
religion. Who ſhall ſeparate us (ſay they) from the love, or 
from the pure and undefiled religion of Chriſt. Shall tribulation, 
ſhall difireſs, ſhall perſecution, or famine ; nakedneſs, or the ſword, 
— Nay, in all theſe things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that loved us. 


We likewiſe, on whom the ends of the world are come, 

as we have the ſame hope of our calling with the primitive 

_ chriſtians, — the ſame Lord for the object of our religious 
worſhip—the ſame faith—the ſame baptiſm, 80 likewiſe 
are we bound by every tie of intereſt and gratitude, to 
hold 
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hold faſt this our profeſſion without wavering : Not 
forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the manner 


of ſome is, but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more 
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as the days are approaching, and even now are, when the 
fundamental articles of the chriſtian faith are called in 


queſtion, and due honour 1s denied unto the Son of God 
| himſelf, by whoſe precious blood alone, our moſt holy 
| religion is ratified and confirmed. | 


. Our caſe it muſt be allowed is ſomewhat different from 
| that of the people of Iſrael, or of the primitive chriſtians ; 

but our fituation is equally alarming ; the neceſſity of ſted- 

faſtneſs and perſeverance is, if poſſible, greater than ever. 

We have not indeed to ſtruggle with open and profeſled 
| enemies—we ſtrive not againſt principalities and powers, 
which was the fate of the firſt preachers of chriſtianity, 
and whoſe reſolution was accordingly ſharpened, as their 
courage was heightened by an hoſtile and an avowed op- 
poſition, The weapons of our warfare are at preſent to be 
differently employed; the whole armour of chriſtian 
righteouſneſs is now to be put on, and ufed by the 
faithful ſoldier of Chriſt ; not in warding off the attacks 
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of an open enemy, but in counteracting the no leſs fatal 
oppoſition 
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oppoſition and opinions of miſtaken friends opinions, 
which when publiſhed to the world, loudly call for, and will, 
it is apprehended, fully juſtify the utmoſt degree of precaution 
on our parts, leſt we be found in the end to have ſuffered 
through indolence and ſecurity, thoſe ſtrong bulwarks of 
our religion to be undermined, from which the cruelleſt 


torments of blood thirſty men, have never yet been able 
to drive us. 


Thanks be to God, the church to which we have the hap- 
pineſs to belong, is not at preſent in a ſtate of perſecution. 
The ſuperintending providence of that Supreme Being, 
who is himſelf the author, and finiſher of our faith, and who 
has promiſed to be with us to the end of the world: 
The gracious protection of a Sovereign deſcended from 
a family ever favourable to civil and religious liberty: 
The ſalutary effects of thoſe wholeſome laws of toleration 
which were at firſt founded in true brotherly love, and 
chriſtian charity, and which by degrees, have almoſt 
obliterated the diſgraceful marks of former animoſities 
amongſt proteſtants of different perſuaſions. Theſe I ſay, 
are amongſt the principal cauſes of that ſecurity, which 
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is the envy and wonder of foreign churches; the glory 
and happineſs of our own, 


But theſe remarkable national advantages, which we 
of the church of England enjoy, above the rivalry 
perhaps of any other people, ought not ſo far to lull us 
into a ſtate of ſecurity, as to make us negligent and 
remiſs in the important duties of our reſpective ſtations : 
Sufficient even for the days of peace are the neceſſary 
employments of the true and faithful ſoldier of Chriſt, 
The wiles of Satan, and the deceitful luſts of our own 


hearts have never yet been finally conquered, and 


ſubdued. The pomps and vanities of a wicked world p 
are even now ſet in array againſt us. Add to all theſe, 
the indiſpenſable obligation we lie under, as on the one 
hand, with candour to embrace any real improvements 
which the reſearches of an enlightened age, may be 
ſuppoſed to have made in ſuch parts of our religious 
eſtabliſhment as are of human, and political inſtitution ; 
ſo on the other hand, to ward off with the utmoſt efforts 
of prudence, and reſolution, the fatal however plauſible 
attacks which are even now pointed againſt the very 
fundamentals of chriſtianity itſelf; againſt articles of 
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faith, which are evidently founded on the revealed will 
of God alone, and which either to add to, or diminiſh 
from, is equally out of” the province, as it is certainly out of the 
pod r of human ſpeculation to accompliſh. 


As we have therefore received Chriſt Feſus, our Lord, fo 
let us walk in him, rootcd and built up in him, and eſtabliſhed 
in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein. with 
thankſgiving; and let us beware, leaſt any man ſpoil us 
through philoſopby, or vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt; for 
in him (as we are perſuaded) dwelleth all the fullneſs of 
the Godhead bodily. 


In order however that we may be able, not only to 
give a reaſon of the faith, which is in us, but alſo fully 
to ſatisfy our own minds in a point of ſuch infinite 
and univerſal concern, we cannot perhaps do better, 
than carefully to attend to the following ſhort direc- 
tions, — Directions drawn originally from the ſacred 
page of Holy Scripture, ſtrengthened by the deductions 
of reaſon, dignified by the practice of thoſe great and 
good champions of chriſtianity, who have gone before 

us, 
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us, and the bleſſed fruits of which, we this day ex- 
perience in the ſteady and candid conduct of our preſent 
worthy dioceſan, whoſe example is ſet up as a ſhining light 
for our imitation, whoſe inſtructions it is our pleaſure, as 
well as duty, to obey. 


In the firſt place then, let us labour to have a true 
knowledge of the grounds of our moſt holy religion, 
that our hearts may be comforted, being knit together in 


love to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Chriſt, 


And whereas it is expreſsly declared in the conſtitu- 
tions of our church, that nothing ſhould be required 
of any man, as an article of faith, but what may be 
proved from the Holy Scriptures: It will be univerſally 
admitted, that we ſhould in the ſecond place, endea- 
vour after a perfect underſtanding of thoſe ſacred 
writings; and diligently mark, learn, and inwardly 
digeſt them; ſince in theſe alone, are contained the 
words of everlaſting life, Theſe are they - which were 
given by inſpiration from God, and are profitable for dofrine, 
for reproef, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, and which, one 

day 
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day or other, will be produced as the only infallible 
touchſtone, wherewith to try, and determine the real 
intrinſic value and truth of all the different religious 
opinions and perſuaſions, that are at preſent, I had 
almoſt ſaid, a diſgrace to the world. 


And thirdly in order to arrive at this neceſſary and ſaving 
knowledge, we ſhould be particularly careful to diſtinguiſh 
between ſuch ſcriptural rules and directions, as were de- 
ſigned by the firſt founders of our religion, to be of univerſal 
obligation; and ſuch on the other hand, as were 
evidently calculated for certain occaſions only, and for 
particular circumſtances of the church of Chriſt. We 
ſhould further draw a line between ceremonies, and 
ordinances, which may, or may not be omitted as the 
governors of any church think moſt expedient, and ſuch 
other more material points, as are eſſential to chriſtianity 
itſelf. To avoid all diſputes about queſtions and ftrifes of 
words that cannot profit, and at the ſame time that we 
earnefily contend for the faith, as once delivered unto the 
ſaints to compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual (that is) 
one paſſage of ſcripture with another, before we finally 
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determine the preciſe meaning of either of them. That 
by ſo doing we may not in the day of trial be found 
among the number of thoſe, who being wilfully ignorant 
of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eftabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, are emphatically ſaid in Scripture, to have a 


zeal indeed towards the things of God, but not a zeal accord- 
ing to knowledge. 


And having thus laid this ſtrong foundation of our 
taith, of which Jeſus Chriſt is the chief corner ſtone, 
and which time itſelf ſhall never be able to remove; we 
cannot do better in the fourth, and laſt place, than en- 
deavour to recommend the ſoundneſs of our doctrine, 
not only by the integrity of our lives, but likewiſe by 
the affability of our behaviour,—by the gentle and peaceable 
methods of reaſon and perſuaſion,—in hopes that men 
may be drawn, as it were by the cords of love, to the 
communion of a church; whoſe principles they find ſo 
conſiſtent with their innocent pleaſures and recreations, 
ſo entirely devoid of any ſelfiſh motives, and whoſe 
evident deſign 1s the preſent as well as future happineſs 
of mankind. 


The 
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The great Apoſtle, St. Paul, was undoubtedly of this 
opinion; who regulating his own conduct after the example 
of his Lord and Maſter, enjoined ſuch a behaviour to 
chriſtians in general, as was moſt likely to conciliate the 
good will and favour of the people, among whom they 
dwelt: well knowing, that the ſureſt and moſt neceſſary 
ſteps towards gaining men over to any particular mode 


of ſentiment in religious matters, is, in the firſt place, 


to diveſt them of undue prejudices againſt the profeſſors 


of it to endeavour to add beauty to holineſs itſelf - that 
it may not be evil ſpoken of; and ſo to let our light 


ſhine before men, that being warmed as well as enlightened by 


it, they may at laſt be induced to join with us, in glorifying 
our common Father which is in heaven. 


It is of the utmoſt conſequence, that chriſtianity, under 
whatever form it may be eſtabliſhed, ſhould appear 1n its 
native dreſs and fimplicity, which indeed it would 
naturally aſſume, if left to itſelf, but of which it has 
too often been robbed to anſwer the ſiniſter ends of 
wicked and perverſe men. 
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The true ſpirit of the chriſtian religion, like its divine 


author, delights chiefly in promoting he glory of God— 


peace on earth—good-will towards men. 


"Theſe are the noble purpoſes for which chriſtianity was 
inſtituted, and for the honour of the Church of England, 
it may juſtly be ſaid of her (and candid men of all different 
perſuaſions have repeatedly ſaid it of her) that ſhe has always 
regulated herſelf according to theſe truly chriſtian prin- 
ciples: Ever ſteady in her faith, and hvely in her hope; 
ſhe has at the ſame time been fervent in her charity to 
all men; and will we doubt not, when faith is 
ſwallowed up in certainty, and hope loſt in fruition, 
receive that reward of her love, which ſhall never paſs 
away; ſuitable reward for univerſal love,—love of our 


neighbour whom we have ſeen—love of God whom we 
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1 have not ſeen. If theſe are ever ſuffered to fail, the 
5 ; | | 

1 whole fabric of the reformation will neceſſarily fall 
a to pieces; a fabric raiſed by the religious care and 


prudence of our forefathers, ſupported hitherto by the 
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ſpecial providence of God againſt many and repeated 
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attacks, and which is now entruſted to our care, a 


preſent 


17 


preſent happineſs to ourſelves, a never failing ſource of 
happineſs to our poſterity. 


Never may the ſword of perſecution be drawn 
againſt it! never may the ſword of perſecution go forth 
from it! 80 ſhall we moſt effeQtually ſecure our tem- 
poral happineſs here,—our eternal happineſs hereafter. 
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